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Col. W. W. Woodward, presid

ol. W. \ of the Sandusky B Men's
Assoct}\uon. is a native of Miami County, in this State, and came to San-
dusky in 1875. In 1881 he associated in partnership with Mr. F. E. Hoover,
and undsr the firm style of Hoover & Woodward they founded their pres:
ent flourishing and extensive wholesale grocery house in this city—the only
one between Cleveland and Toledo. The Colonel has been a member and
warm supporter .of the Association of which he is now presidcnt' since its

g 0 being elected to the pr y last year. Nor is he less
honored with a worthy army record associated with his services in the late
war. He served four years and a half, entering as a second lieutenant in
the First Ohio V. L. and ranking colonel of the Sixteenth U. S. C. T. when he
was mustered out of the service. He is now a prominent member of the
G. A. R., and shares the further honor of a position on the staff of the De-
pa(m\e?t Commander. Few of our citizens are more zealous than he in
prmcsmg and advancing Sandusky’s interests, and certainly none share
more liberally of local confidence and respect.

SANDUSKY OF OLD.

Mark well the transformation scené,

In four score years brought round—
Wlu'r(: once a wilderness prevailed
A city now is found.

REVIOUS to the dawn of the present century, and down to 1809,

within our present cit{lllimits. then styled “Ogontz Place,” there had
not settled a single white man, the sole inhabitants being a tribe of
red Indians known as the “QOttawas.” As a race they were ex_tremely rude
and gained a livelihood mainly by hunting and following agricultural pur-
suits. Sandusky of to-day was at that time studded over with * }ngwams,"
within the principal of wh¥ch resided the chief of the tribe, it being located
on the bay shore at_the foot of Wayne street. The earliest chief of whom
we have any reliable information was called *Ogontz,” of whom historians
and others have written with varying testimony. \

Thus it came that uj the arrival of the first white settlers here, San-
dusky was known as *Ogontz Place.”. In 1816 the Hon. Zalmon Wildman,
of Danbury, Conn., owning the greater part of what was known from 1812
as the Ci!{l Tract, first laid out the town and gave it the name of Portland.
In 1818 the same gentleman and the Hon. Isaac Mills, of New Haven,
Conn., owning the entire plat constituting the present city and its environs,

Jaid the land out in lots and fixed the city boundaries as follows: On the

west, Shelby street; on the east, Meigs street, and on the south, Monroe
“Sandusky City."” But by a subse-

street, to which they gave the name of
quent “act to incorporate cities,” the word “city” was dropped and its
name b as af Sandusky—which is supposed to have been

t
derived from the Indian designation given to the bay, of Lac-san-douske
meaning “a lake of cold water.” .

THE PIONEER SETTLER.
The first white settler was John Garrison, of New York, who arrived

with his family in 1810. Feeling convinced that on Sandusky Bay there
was destined to be a place of busi importance, he built thl'el rst
h e start,

house in this section, with a store of ten fect square

with §4.000 invested in Indian goods, groceries, etc. He traded almost

exclusively with Indians, but stated that he never remembered seeing

“Ogontz.” An\on& his Indian })atrons was one treacherous fellow who

sought to murder Garrison and p under his store, but finding Garrison away

he Lmurde:rv:d tv;|o other men x}n‘a{ned Gibbs and Buell—was apprehended, and
q ly shot hi while in dy. g

“OGONTZ PLACE "—FROM 1811 T0 1816,

fell back into a comparative state of desolation. Some few Indians re-
mained, but its future prosperity looked very gloomy indeed. The chief
~ land owner, the Hon. Z. Wildman, who, however, would seem to have been
possessed of a similar presentiment to that originally entertained by the
enterprising Garrison—that on Sandusky Bay an important business must
eventually be established, in 1816 (as before stated) laid out the town of










